
Spring Term                   January/February 2023 

Newsletter 

Whitwick St. John the 
Baptist C.E Primary 

School 

 
Staffing Update 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mrs Withers, who has 
worked in the office 
for nearly 23 years, 
has decided that she is 
going to retire at the 
end of this half term.  
We would like to wish 
her well for her retire-
ment and thank her for 
her hard work, dedica-
tion and commitment to 
the school for the last 
23 years.  
 
Mrs Stephens has been 
appointed as Admin 
Officer to replace Mrs 
Withers and Miss Kerr 
will be joining the of-
fice team as Admin as-
sistant.   
 
 
Mrs Walker, who has 
been a lunchtime su-
pervisor for 20 years, 
is also finishing on Fri-
day 17th February. We 
are in the process of 
appointing a replace-
ment for this role. 
Again, I am sure you 
will join me in thanking 
Mrs Walker for her 
many years of service 
and support to our chil-
dren.   
 
 
 
 

Message from Mrs Noon 
 
 

January has felt very long and very dark this year. However, coming into school 
and seeing the children’s smiles and listening to them talk so enthusiastically 
about their learning has certainly brought some sunshine to my day.  

The Sharing Shed has been received by the school community with overwhelming 
positivity. Members of the Chaplaincy Team have shown responsibility and compas-
sion when restocking the shelves. They have also been more than happy to intro-
duce several visitors to the Shed and tell them all about it.  

Our Root value this half term has been Honesty. We have spent time talking about 
what honesty is: what it looks, sounds and feels like. We have also considered 
what dishonesty is and the consequences of it. The children have contributed con-
fidently during collective worship and are always happy to share ideas for quiet 
reflection time or prayer.   

It was great to see so many of you at Parents Evening this week. I was pleased to 
hear the positive reports following the meetings and to share in some of the suc-
cesses that you had heard about from your child’s teacher.  

I hope you all have a lovely half term and we look forward to welcoming the chil-
dren back to school on Monday 27th February. 

 

Parking  

Parking and irresponsible driving at drop off and pick up 
continues to be a problem. I speak to parents and carers 
on a daily basis who are concerned about the behaviour of 
other drivers. I have witnessed several situations which 
could have resulted in a serious accident.  

I am in contact with the council and have requested their 
support and assistance in ensuring the safety of the children during these busy 
times. I politely request that if dangerous or illegal parking or driving is seen then 
it should be reported to the police. School staff have no authority when it comes 
to the public highways  

The safety of our pupils is always our priority. I ask that parents and carers put 
the safety of all children before their own convenience.   

Incidents involving racist, misogynistic or other derogatory comments should not 
be tolerated by anyone. I would encourage anyone who is a victim of verbal abuse 
of this nature to report it to the police and to inform the school.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
NUT FREE 
School 
Please can we remind 
you that we are a nut 
free school.  Children 
should not be  
bringing anything in 
to school that may 
contain any type of 
nut.  Anything that is 
brought in will be 
confiscated and  
returned at the end 
of the day.  This  
includes Nutella 
products.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Twitter 
Please follow us on 
twitter: 
@WhitwickPrimary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Facebook 
Please follow us on 
facebook: 
Whitwick St John 
the Baptist CE  
Primary School 

 

Communication 

We are continually looking at ways to ensure communication be-
tween school and home is effective. Please remember that par-
ents are able to use WEDUC to contact individual members of 
staff. Staff are not expected to reply to messages out of hours 
but will reply as soon as they can. WEDUC is also used to share 

year group news from the week as well as important dates and other information. Please 
ensure that you check WEDUC regularly to ensure that you have the most up to date in-
formation. If you have any suggestions as to how we can improve communication further 
then please let your class rep know before the next Penguin Parent Forum.   

NEU strikes 

The NEU are planning that further strike action will take place on Wednesday 1st March, 
Wednesday 15th March and Thursday 16th March. A separate letter will be sent about ar-
rangements for each of these dates. I will endeavour to give parents and carers as much 
notice as possible of impact of the industrial action.  

EYFS 
 

This term has been a fantastic start 
to the spring. The children have en-
joyed our ‘real superhero’ topic, where 
we explored the real superheroes in 
life. We had many discussions about 
who they thought were the real su-
perheroes.  We concluded that the 

doctors, teachers and parents plus many other real profes-
sions were the ones who really looked after us. Taking it back 
through History we looked at a superhero who helped sol-
diers, -Florence Nightingale. Children thoroughly enjoyed 
this topic as they were able to retain a lot of facts about 
what she did to be awarded a medal by Queen Victoria. The 
children went on to write their own superhero stories and 
created their own narratives using the ‘Superhero Headquar-
ters’ in the role play area.  

Year 1 
 

This half term the children have enjoyed being scientists. They have planted dif-
ferent seeds, represented a flower through junk modelling and worked together 
to make their own tree using natural resources. In geography, the children have 
enjoyed learning about hot and cold places, and understanding that a desert does 
not have to be hot. The children have been designers in the final week, and are 
looking forward to taking home their moving pictures. Next half term, the re-
hearsals for the Easter play will begin.  Watch this space for further updates!  
 

Year 2 
 

This term we have been learning all about the United Kingdom. Our literacy has 
focused on the exhilarating legend of the giant Finn McCool, and how his argument 
with a Scottish giant led to the creation of The Giant's Causeway in Northern 
Ireland. The children did a fantastic job of retelling this story in their own words. 
If they haven't told you the story yet, it's well worth asking them. We have also 
learnt all about our capital city, London, and in particular its famous landmarks. 
The children wrote a non-chronolgical report about their favourite landmarks, 
having researched key facts about them. This culminated in the children designing 
and making their own landmarks to celebrate King Charles's coronation.   
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Penguin  
Pre-School 
Pre-School is cur-
rently full, but are 
taking bookings for 
September 2023 on-
wards.  If you are  
interested please 
contact Sally Price  
on 01530 832116. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 3 
 

Year 3 have been ‘all shook up’ this half term 
learning about earthquakes as part of the 
‘Angry Planet Earth’ topic. On our topic immer-
sion day, we learnt about tectonic plates, fault 
lines and global earthquake zones. The children 
found out how to stay safe and conducted an 
earthquake drill – DROP, COVER AND HOLD.  

We learnt the story of Namazu the earthshaker, a Japanese myth and the chil-
dren then innovated the story to create their own Yo-kai (mythological creature). 
We also wrote a non-chronological report all about earthquakes. The children 
loved the science topic this half-term, learning about light, reflection and shad-
ows. They have conducted a number of investigations and improved their scientific 
skills. In PE, the children have completed a dance unit involving line dancing and 
have developed their skills to work both in cannon and in unison.  

 
Year 4 
 

This half term, year 4 have been very busy learning 
all about the Wars of the Roses. As part of our im-
mersion into the topic, we visited Bosworth Battle-
field Heritage Centre. The children enjoyed discov-
ering facts about the Battle of Bosworth and 
meeting a soldier who put them through their 
marching orders. We have completed a DT textiles 
project to produce wallets and purses and in sci-
ence, we have investigated sound, how it is made 
and travels. The highlight of this half term has 
been the Family Assembly in church. The children 
were very proud to perform in front of their par-
ents, carers and other KS2 children.  

 
 
Year 5 
 

Year 5 have had another busy term, with lots of excit-
ing learning opportunities throughout the subjects.  
After our immersion into our Greece topic where they 
tried some of the different foods of the area, re-
searched some of the islands and had a go at the 
Zorba the Greek dance, over the term they have 
also produced super fact files about its physical 
and human geography.  There has been lots of 
hard work with their learning in Maths, English 
and Science (fractions, characters, atmosphere 
and investigations into the properties of materi-
als).  In PE, the children have developed their 
volleyball skills and many have really taken on 
board the benefits of yoga to help with mental 
health and well being (which is an area we have 
discussed within our computing lessons.)  We are 
super proud of our Year 5 children in their atti-
tudes and their individual development through-
out the year so far!  
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Year 6 
 

Year 6 were visited by the Whitwick Historical Society, who taught them all 
about the Whitwick Colliery Pit Disaster that happened in 1898. The children 
learnt the story of the fire in pit 5 which affected many families living in Whit-
wick and the surrounding villages, who worked at the coal mines. They also ex-
plored a collection of memorabilia that included the uniforms miners would have 
worn, the equipment they would have used and books listing all the names of those 
who worked in the mines. This was a fantastic experience for all the children and 
has inspired several to go on and do their own further research! A huge THANK 
YOU to the volunteers who came in to share their knowledge with the pupils. 

The Whitwick Historical Society are organizing a tour of Snibston Heritage on 
the afternoon of 22nd April. This will take place at Whitwick Park Hall and will be 
remembering 125 years since the mining disaster. This might be something that all 
the family would enjoy! 

 
Young Voices 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
An impressive 47 pupils represented the school at this year’s Young Voices con-
cert which took place on Thursday 12th January at the Resort World Arena, Bir-
mingham. They were impeccably behaved, had oodles of energy and sang their 
hearts out! Performing with over 6,000 children to create the world’s largest 
choir they also got to sing with the legend that is Heather Small, alongside some 
awe-inspiring beatboxers, “The Beatbox Collective” and the unforgettable Urban 
Strides dance crew. This was a truly unforgettable experience for all involved and 
the children’s dedication and commitment to the event was second to none. Well 
done to all participants and a huge thanks is due to all parents and carers for 
their support – thank you for a fantastic day! May the choir also take this oppor-
tunity to thank all the staff that supported us during our very long day; Mr. 
Swales, Mrs. Peatling, Mrs. Cross, Mrs. Nicholson and Miss Rouse, without whom 
we could not have gone. Fingers crossed we will get to do it all again…. soon!  
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
Bullying Contact 
If you think your 
child maybe  
having issues with 
bullying or  
friendships you may 
contact Mrs Prime 
via the school office. 
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Star Foundation 
 

Just look at all the fantastic beautiful new 
books that have arrived in the library.  
There is a brilliant mix of fiction and non-
fiction for all ages and they were all funded 
by the Star Foundation recycling bank lo-
cated at the gate at the end of the school   
drive.  Every time you drop in any recycla-
bles e.g. clothes, shoes, bedding, curtains, 
blankets, books, DVDs, CDs we earn funding 
to spend on books for school.  Please keep 
using the recycling bank when you can so we 

                    can keep stocking our library with amazing                               
     new books for all to read.  
 
 

Chaplaincy Team Update 
 
So far this term, our collective 
worship team have come together 
to plan and write their next assem-
bly, which they will be leading on 
the last week of this term. For this, 
they have written their own role 
play based on our value of ‘honesty’. 
We have invited the Spiritual Council at Hall Orchard Primary 
School to come and watch! Our journalist team made an invitation 
for them and sent it in the post. The journalist team have also 

been working hard doing their usual jobs by writing this piece for the newsletter 
and taking photos for celebration assemblies.  

 

The creative team have put together the board in the hall on 
this half term’s value, honesty. They have also been on a learn-
ing walk around school to check that the reflective areas are 
up to date, making sure they are displaying the right value and 
have the correct church colour. Following 
this, they have decided to create a colours 
calendar to help the teachers keep their 
colours up to date.  

 

The courageous advocacy team’s project, 
the Sharing Shed, is continuing to be a success with the school 
community and has even sparked interest with the Diocese of 
Leicester. We will have more to share about this in next term’s 
newsletter. They have also been planning to launch their new 
budget recipe competition. More details will be coming soon! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Free School 
Meals 
If you are entitled to 
free school meals 
please claim these by 
contacting the fol-
lowing number:- 
0116 3055417. 
It is particularly  
important for those 
parents of children in 
EYFS, Y1 and Y2 to 
register even though 
you are     already 
receiving a free hot 
meal.  
Registering will  
enable the school to 
access funding for 
your child every year 
while they remain in 
primary school.  They 
are not obliged to 
have a hot meal every 
day.  This money will 
help to fund valuable  
support for your 
child.  Details of 
what may be  
provided are on our 
website. If any of 
our families are serv-
ing in the armed 
forces, please let the 
school know. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Rockhopper 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you require a 
space in our  
breakfast or after 
school club from the 
autumn term, please 
can we remind you to 
return your booking 
forms as spaces are 
filling fast.  If you 
have any enquiries, 
please contact Miss 
Steadman on  
07704 144227. 
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PROTECTING CHILDREN IS EVERYONE’S BUSINESS  
At Whitwick St John the Baptist CE Primary School we know it is of the utmost  

importance to have good systems for   
protecting children and safeguarding their welfare.  

All our staff and volunteers are alert to possible concerns about  
every pupil. We have a safeguarding and child protection policy and  

anyone may request a copy from the school office. 
If you have a concern, please speak to the  

headteacher and we will treat your concern seriously 

 

Sporting News 
 

NWLSSP Basketball Performance Competition 

With a super team attitude and an equally su-
per team performance, Monday 30th January 
saw the children in our basketball team pull out 
all the stops, jumps and manoeuvres when they 
took part in the competition held at Castle 
Rock school.  Each team member showed skill, 

determination and great listening skills that took them all the 
way to the semi-final rounds, narrowly missing out on a place in 
the final after a last second shot in overtime from the opposi-
tion.  Great work everyone! 

 

LSBS Year 6 Badminton Event 

On Friday 10th February, our year 6 badminton team 
took part in the LSBA Primary Schools Year 6 tourna-
ment at Babington Academy in Leicester. The team 
played fantastically well and the three doubles teams 
finished in first, second and forth place. Congratula-
tions to the team.  

 

 

Kirby Shield Football 

On Thursday 2nd February, our year 5-6 Kirby Shield football team played their 
quarter-final match at home against New Swannington Primary School. The two 
teams had played the previous season in the Rose Bowl quarter-final where Whit-
wick had progressed after a 1-0 victory.  

The game was played in a great spirit and both teams played good football on a 
difficult surface. In the end, our visitors were victorious and will now progress to 
the semi-final to play Ibstock. Well done to the team for another great effort.  

 

Have a lovely half term. 

See you on Monday 27th February 

 


